
 
 

Music Biz 2017 Day 3 Recap: Awards Breakfast, 
Little Big Town Double Feature, and More 

 
The third and penultimate day of Music Biz 2017, the music industry’s premier event hosted annually by 
the Music Business Association, began by honoring some of the music business’s top executives at the 
Awards Breakfast over eggs and coffee (and a live performance from Little Big Town). The band’s Karen 
Fairchild then resurfaced to discuss her Fair Child clothing line at the Brand & Strategic Partnership 
Summit later in the day, while other sessions delved into the global reach of Country music, LGBTQ 
issues in the music industry, and much more. Oh, and did we mention the keynote conversation with 
Spotify’s Troy Carter? 
 
For hi-res photos from all these sessions and more, be sure to visit our online press room at 
www.jaybirdcom.com/musicbiz2017. Details on today’s events can be found below. 
 

• This year’s Awards Breakfast & Presentations honored Mike Dungan of Universal Music Group 
Nashville (Presidential Award for Outstanding Executive Achievement) and Terry Currier of 
Music Millennium (Independent Spirit Award). Country stars and last year’s Music Biz Artist of 
the Year winners Little Big Town were also on hand to perform a three-song acoustic set of 
“Bring It on Home,” “Girl Crush,” and “The Beginning.” Music Biz President James Donio also 
delivered this year’s President’s Address, and Music Biz Chairman Fred Beteille of Facebook gave 
the Chairman’s Message, in which he announced the formation of the Music Business 
Association Hall of Fame. For more details, check out the full text of both speeches by clicking 
here. 

 

http://www.jaybirdcom.com/musicbiz2017
http://www.jaybirdcom.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Music-Biz-2017AwardsBreakfastPresentationsScript.docx
http://www.jaybirdcom.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Music-Biz-2017AwardsBreakfastPresentationsScript.docx


 
Music Biz President James Donio (left) presents the Presidential Award for Outstanding Executive Achievement to Mike Dungan of Universal 

Music Group Nashville at the Awards Breakfast. To download hi-res version, click here. 

 
• Nate Rau of The Tennessean led a keynote conversation with Troy Carter of Spotify in which the 

two discussed Spotify’s efforts to help artists. Carter revealed specifics around how Spotify 
partners with and amplifies artist stories, helps artists better understand their listeners to more 
effectively grow and engage their fan bases, and drives discovery to break artists and connect 
fans to music around the world. 

 

 
Troy Carter of Spotify (pictured) discusses his role at the company in a keynote conversation with The Tennessean’s Nate Rau. To download hi-

res version, click here. 

 

http://www.jaybirdcom.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/James-Donio-Mike-Dungan-at-Music-Biz-2017-Awards-Breakfast.jpg
http://www.jaybirdcom.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Troy-Carter-1.jpg


• Karen Fairchild of Little Big Town pulled double duty after the band’s Awards Breakfast 
performance, discussing her Fair Child clothing line and its partnership with Macy’s Department 
Stores at this year’s Brand & Strategic Partnership Summit. Cracker Barrel’s Don Hoffman 
delivered the event’s closing keynote, discussing the company’s innovative artist partnerships, 
the Cracker Barrel Music Spotlights series, and the recent GRAMMY- winning collaboration 
between Pentatonix and Dolly Parton on “Jolene,” which was powered by Cracker Barrel. 

 

 
Karen Fairchild of Little Big Town (left) and Kelly Russell Jarrell of Sandbox Entertainment discuss the Fair Child clothing line during the Brand & 

Strategic Partnership Summit. To download hi-res version, click here. 

 
• The first-ever Country Music’s Gone Global sessions offered three case studies explaining how 

some of the genre’s biggest artists and organizations have spread Country’s influence 
throughout the U.S. and around the world. These case studies examined the Country Music 
Association’s (CMA) Forever Country campaign with representatives from the CMA and 
Universal Music Group Nashville; the non-traditional release and marketing campaign for Tim 
McGraw’s single “Humble & Kind” with representatives from McGraw’s management company 
EM.co; and the efforts behind breaking Thomas Rhett on an international level with his manager 
(Virginia Davis of G Major Management) and representatives from Big Machine Label Group, 
Live Nation UK, William Morris Endeavor Entertainment (WME) and moderator Phyllis Stark of 
Billboard. 

 

http://www.jaybirdcom.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Karen-Fairchild.jpg


 
Annie Ortmeier of Universal Music Group Nashville discusses the Country Music Association’s (CMA) Forever Country campaign at the Country 

Music’s Gone Global sessions. To download hi-res version, click here. 

 
• For the second straight year, Music Biz invited Zeke Stokes of GLAAD and Matt Yazge of Nielsen 

Music to discuss LGBTQ issues in the music industry at the “LGBTQ in the Music Business: 
Where Is the Representation?” panel. This year, they were joined by radio personality Cody 
Alan of CMT/iHeartRadio, Kristen Ellis-Henderson of the band Antigone Rising, and  singer-
songwriter Ty Herndon to answer questions such as are LGBTQ artists reluctant to come out in 
the industry? Are there appropriate efforts being made to attract and retain LGBTQ employees 
to the industry on the business side? Or are they working in the industry already and simply 
afraid to come out? 

 

 
From left: Cody Alan of CMT/iHeartRadio, Kristen Ellis-Henderson of the band Antigone Rising, singer-songwriter Ty Herndon, Zeke Stokes of 

GLAAD, and Matt Yazge of Nielsen Music speak on the “LGBTQ in the Music Business: Where Is the Representation?” panel. To download hi-res 
version, click here. 

 
Tomorrow is the last day of Music Biz 2017, and we’re going out with a bang! Topping the bill will be the 
Awards Luncheon at 12:30pm, where awards presentations will honor Adele (Artist of the Year), Maren 
Morris (Breakthrough Artist), Lukas Graham (Breakthrough Artist), Reba McEntire (Chairman’s Award 
for Sustained Creative Achievement), Paula Abdul (Harry Chapin Memorial Humanitarian Award), and 

http://www.jaybirdcom.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Annie-Ortmeier.jpg
http://www.jaybirdcom.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/LGBTQ-Panel.jpg


the Hamilton Original Cast Recording and Hamilton Mixtape albums (Outstanding Achievement 
Award). Other sessions not to be missed include NSAI Songwriters in the Round featuring live 
performances from singer-songwriters Rhett Akins and Rivers Rutherford as well as the Indie Music 
Forum powered by Hypebot and this year’s Career Day. 
 
Follow us on social media! 
 
Facebook – Music Business Association 
Twitter – @MusicBizAssoc 
Instagram – @musicbizassoc 
Hashtag – #MusicBiz2017 
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